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SQL Dialects

The SQL Dialects are derived from SQL (Structured Query Language). This uses human-readable
expressions to define query statements. In Firebird and InterBase, there are only two SQL dialects
that can be used which are Dialect 1 and Dialect 3.

Difference between the available Dialect 1 and Dialect 3.
(1) SQL Dialect 1:

e Double-quoted doted text is interpreted as a string literal. Delimited identifiers are not
available.

e The date data type contains both time and date information and is interpreted as TIMESTAMP;
the name has changed but the meaning has not. Dialect 1 clients expect the entire timestamp
to be returned. In dialect 1, the date and timestamp are identical.

e The time data type is not available.

¢ Dialect 1 databases store decimal and numeric data types with precision greater than 9 as
double precision, not INT64.

e Dialect 1 clients expect information stored in decimal and numeric data types to be returned as
double precision; such clients cannot create database fields to hold 64-bit integers.

(2) SQL Dialect 3:

¢ Double-quoted doted strings are treated as delimited identifiers.

Dialect 3 date data type fields contain only date information. Dialect 3 clients expect only date
information from a field of data type date.

The time data type is available, and stores only time information.

Dialect 3 databases store decimal and numeric data types with precision greater than 9 as
INT64 if, and only if, they are in columns that were created in dialect 3.

Dialect 3 clients expect decimal and numeric data types with precision greater than 9 to be
returned as INT64.

Dialect 2 is available only on the client side and it is intended to be used to migrate a database from
Dialect 1 to Dialect 3. Do not assign SQL Dialect 2 to databases.

For new projects, it is recommended to use Dialect 3.

How to change SQL Dialects

(1) To alter the SQL Dialect, you should first back up your database. Inside the Navigation bar,
open up Services and click on Backup Database. Once the tab opens up, click on Start Backup
and wait for it finish.
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(2) Once the database is backed up, you should click on Services again in the navigation bar and
select Database Properties.

A EBapar

Deisbuse B O Mew D ook | Gowem | Puges  Wndews  Hdp

B S H(B(F R AD|| O | TIIIIT
3 Eadun Dewbei r

Dashagm . Prapct  Mjadeem 3 Esras s

Ertas St arg -

vy Fpo L
= [l Cr e T (st T)
& ]

i [
Denaing e Sl B
8 T Tl (1] [ —
e il e B mar!
m Dol SRR
i vl dnchors I_ ustmtusns
At Tatmhons S e
g
Canarmicn Dutubans: Crdrs
':'_;__“‘r“' i e RgraniE
= SEmebes (1] Bt
Leers
= 1 indicns |1 HL Boftwre Lovvees Condeol Conder
Soprx
Wy

(3) Choose the desired SQL dialect and then click OK.

& Database Properties by

Database |C:\db\test.fdb (C:\db\test.fdb) -

General Active Lizers

Page Size

SQL Dialect

0035 Version

16384

Forced Writes

4 1 Buffers
Sweep Inter
sl < Pages KB

E DREﬁj Dl'lhl'

-

12.0 2048 = 32768

https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/

Printed on 2026/07/29 22:11


https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/lib/exe/detail.php?id=02-ibexpert%3A02-01-getting-started%3Aregistering-a-database%3Asql-dialects&media=02-ibexpert:02-04-simple-database-example:backup_database.png
https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/lib/exe/detail.php?id=02-ibexpert%3A02-01-getting-started%3Aregistering-a-database%3Asql-dialects&media=02-ibexpert:02-04-simple-database-example:database_properties.png
https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/lib/exe/detail.php?id=02-ibexpert%3A02-01-getting-started%3Aregistering-a-database%3Asql-dialects&media=02-ibexpert:02-04-simple-database-example:database_select_dialect.png

2026/07/29 22:11 3/3 SQL Dialects

From:
https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/ - IBExpert

Permanent link: T
https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/doku.php?id=02-ibexpert:02-01-getting-started:registering-a-database:sql-dialects 4 p

Last update: 2023/05/25 04:15

IBExpert - https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/


https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/
https://www.ibexpert.com/docu/doku.php?id=02-ibexpert:02-01-getting-started:registering-a-database:sql-dialects

	SQL Dialects
	How to change SQL Dialects

